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Dr. Goknar has an impressive list of national 
and international accomplishments, including 
receiving two Fulbright awards and the Dublin 
IMPAC literary award. He holds a PhD and 
Master’s Degree from the University of Wash-
ington, Seattle. 

Since 1981, the NEA has helped support 
the accessibility of priceless pieces of lit-
erature to all Americans by providing Lit-
erature Translation Fellowships to outstanding 
scholars to help translate those works into 
English. For 22 years the NEA has awarded 
255 fellowships to help translate different 
pieces of literature in 62 languages from 78 
countries. This year, after a rigorous review 
process, only 16 scholars are being awarded 
a total of $250,000 to translate works in 13 
languages from 15 countries into English. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Dr. Goknar on his 
commitment and contributions to helping more 
Americans access important literary works 
through translation. In an increasingly 
globalized society, it is critical to understand 
those from other places and walks of life. Lit-
erature provides perspective and context into 
important cultural trends and ideals, so we 
must invest in learning all we can through 
works in other languages and from other 
places. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring and congratulating Dr. Erdag 
Goknar and other 2014 NEA Literature Trans-
lation Fellowship recipients for their out-
standing work and commitment to helping oth-
ers access important pieces of literature. 
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RECOGNIZING MRS. ALLIE MUSE 
PEEBLES AS RALEIGH-APEX 
NAACP HUMANITARIAN OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2013 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate Mrs. Allie Muse 
Peebles on being selected to receive the Hu-
manitarian of the Year Award by the Raleigh- 
Apex chapter of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, NAACP. 

Mrs. Peebles has dedicated over twenty 
years of service to the Raleigh-Apex NAACP. 
As Life Membership Chairperson, she has en-
couraged more than half of the branch to be-
come Life Members and secured needed 
funds for the branch’s annual scholarship and 
other endeavors. 

I first got to know Mrs. Peebles as I pre-
pared to run for Congress some 28 years ago. 
I quickly learned how respected she was in 
Raleigh and Wake County, based on her com-
mitment to community betterment and her abil-
ity to communicate and work with people of 
varying views and backgrounds. After retiring 
as an English teacher, she continued writing 
for the Carolinian, a biweekly African-Amer-
ican publication based in Raleigh, and she re-
mains an active member of the Raleigh Alum-
na Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc., the Voter Education Coalition, the 
Sertoma Club, the National Council of Negro 
Women, and the Raleigh Alumni Chapter of 
Hampton University. 

I commend her remarkable service both to 
the community and the Raleigh-Apex NAACP. 

Mrs. Allie Muse Peebles is very deserving of 
the Humanitarian of the Year Award, and it is 
with great pleasure and pride that I congratu-
late her on receiving this honor. 
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HONORING BLAKE MCELMAN AND 
JAY CAVANAUGH OF MAINE FOR 
COURAGEOUS ACTIONS 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2013 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize two young men in my 
district whose courageous actions saved the 
lives of two fishermen this past New Year’s 
Eve. 

While attending a family gathering on 
Montsweag Bay in Woolwich, Maine, late that 
evening, Blake McElman and Jay Cavanaugh, 
both 21, heard yells coming from the water. 
Looking out, they saw that the incoming tide 
had quickly surrounded two men who had 
been digging for worms on mudflats far from 
shore. Standing on a rock, the men would 
quickly become immersed in the frigid water. 

With time of the essence, McElman and 
Cavanaugh decided to attempt a rescue them-
selves. Hauling a canoe to open water over 
ice and snow, they paddled several hundred 
yards offshore and recovered the men, both 
showing early signs of hypothermia. Once 
ashore, they fed and warmed the men, who 
ultimately escaped from the incident un-
scathed. 

This would not have been the outcome with-
out the quick and courageous actions of 
McElman and Cavanaugh. Most likely they 
saved those men’s lives that night. I’m re-
lieved and thankful that all four men survived 
this very dangerous situation. 

Mr. Speaker, many people in Maine make 
their living in jobs that involve braving the ele-
ments and even risking their lives in unfor-
giving and swiftly changing environments. But 
what also characterizes our state is that our 
people look after each other and are willing to 
go a long way to help one another. McElman 
and Cavanaugh certainly showed that to be 
true, and then some. I’m very proud to have 
them in my district. 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 23, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2397) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2014, 
and for other purposes: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Chair, I rise to 
speak in favor of adoption of the Defense Ap-
propriations Act of 2014. 

I thank Chairman C.W. BILL YOUNG and 
Ranking Member PETE VISCLOSKY, Ranking 
Member of the House Committee on Appro-
priations’ Subcommittee on Defense for their 

work to provide for our nation’s national de-
fense. 

I also want to extend thanks and apprecia-
tion to the men and women in and out of uni-
form to defend our nation. You serve your na-
tion with honor and distinction. In each gen-
eration our nation must remember that the 
freedoms that we enjoy come at a price, which 
you have paid without hesitation or complaint. 

Each year the Congress takes on the tasks 
of providing appropriations for the nation’s de-
fense. The Appropriations subcommittee that 
focuses exclusively on the work of the Depart-
ment of Defense is the subject matter experts 
who manage the long process that resulted in 
the bill before us for consideration. As mem-
bers of the House of Representatives we are 
each subject matter experts on the commit-
tees that we serve, but we are also experts on 
the constituencies we seek to represent. 

My work in the 18th Congressional District 
has allowed me the privilege of working with 
men and women in the military, the workers in 
aeronautics and space industries that con-
tribute to our nation’s defense as well as those 
in the Department of Defense who work in and 
around our nation’s capitol. 

Through my work as a member of Congress 
I know those who have served and returned 
home to a tough economy, struggles with 
physical disabilities and life changing injuries 
associated with their service to our nation. I do 
not know the military as a mass of statistics, 
but individuals with names and faces—real 
people who depend on each of us to pursue 
their best interest. 

I know you know that none of our offices re-
ceived calls from lobbyist on behalf of the men 
and women who serve in defense of our na-
tion in and out of uniform. That is why we 
must rely upon our own experience and that of 
the Appropriations’ Subcommittee on Defense 
to reach the best result in a very long and ar-
duous legislative process. 

Military families make sacrifices with long 
separations of parents from spouses and chil-
dren that last for over a year. Many miss 
some of the important moments in their chil-
dren’s lives when they are deployed when 
they have young children. The Defense Appro-
priations bill includes $580 million for a military 
pay raise consistent with the raise included in 
the House Armed Services bill for a 1.8 per-
cent increase. 

I am pleased to say that this Defense Ap-
propriations bill does a great deal more for the 
men and women serving in the military and 
places more focus on the needs of their fami-
lies. This bill maintains the objective of pre-
vious Congresses to assure that our nation’s 
military is the best trained, best prepared, best 
equipped, and best cared for fighting force in 
the history of the world. That is the least we 
can do for those who willingly risk their lives 
to keep us safe. 

The bill also recognizes that the military is 
changing due to the expanded roles for 
women who pursue careers in the armed serv-
ices. I strongly believe that this choice should 
not mean a diminution of rights or opportuni-
ties from what they would enjoy these women 
had pursued a different career path. 

For this reason, I sought and the Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Defense provided 
$150 million for a Peer-Reviewed Breast Can-
cer Research Program. The program fills a 
unique niche among private and public funding 
sources for cancer research and presents an 
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